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those used with crossbows.1- At the battle of St. Albans
in 1461 guns were used shooting * arowes of an elle of
length V2 The usual projectiles employed in the larger
guns were round stone balls, such as had been in use for
mangonels and catapults since the days of the Romans,
and these were supplied from the quarries of Maidstonc
and elsewhere down to the time of Henry VIII. Iron
1 gunstones ' do not seem to have been made much
before the end of the fifteenth century, and the ' wooden
balls for cannon ', of which there were 350 at Dover in
1387.3	can hardly have proved successful, but lead was
commonly employed for the smaller guns from an early
date.
London was the chief centre of the manufacture of
ordnance, but an iron cannon was made at Bristol in
1408.4	and five   years later John Stcvenes of   Bristol
was ordered to supervise the making of another.5   Just
over a century later, in 1518, Thomas Batcock of Bristol
supervised the making of a culverin for Henry VIII,
which was cast by a Genoese founder at Fontarabia in
Spain.    The details given show that the process was
very similar to that employed in bell-founding.    The
1 An illustration, of a gun firing an arrow, drawn in 1326, occurs
in the splendid manuscript of W. de Milemete's De Nobilitatibus
Regwn, published in photographic facsimile by the Roxburghe Club.
The cannon is shown as shaped like a flask and resting on a rough
wooden stool-like mount.; it is probably drawn from descriptions
rather than from an actual specimen.
a Gregory's Chron. (Camel. Soc.), 213. ' Musquet arrowes ' were
still in store at the Tower in 1599.—Arch. Journ., Ixviii. 66.
3	Foreign R., 11 Ric. II, m. G.
4	Foreign R., 3 Hen. V, m. C.    Guns were bought at Bristol for
the city of Coventry in 1450.—-Coventry Leet Bh>t 260.
s Issue R. of Exch., 332.
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